





[97] 











THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINERS 





For MONDAY, Augutft 4, 1788. 





O BIOGRAPHY. 


Omne animi vitium tanto conf{peBius in fe 
Crimen habet, quanto major, qui peccat habetur. 
JuvEns 
If the offender is, or wile or great, 
We fet his follies at a higher rate, 


VERY perfon who has received the benefit of education 
muft confequently form opinions of the men and actions 
prefented to his view in the courfe of his ftudies, and adopt 
partialisies in favour of thofe whofe charaéters are the fubject of 
his {peculations and reflections, either as matter of admiration, 
or examples of his imitation ; in both cafes he withes as far as 
he can to realize the facts recorded of them, by fearching for 
the beft authenticated accounts, as on thofe he regulates the 
ftandard of their merits. 

Young men receive implicitly the fir impreffions wich refpe& 
to the moft excellent parts of a character ; ina warrior they 
dwell with delight on the contemplation of his heroic courage 
and magnanimity ; and as they are unacquaisted with envy or 
deceit in themfelves or others, they never miitruit the moft hy. 
perbolical acccunts,till they have lived long enough to find thar 
the difference between one man and another, is not fo great 4, 
they had imagined ; they will tcarcely admit the leat abatemegs 
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in the virtues of thofe who have won their affetions ; but when 
they have difcovered that their greatelt favourites had weak- 
nefles, and fome of them vices too ; and that all an we 
pretenfions to great fame may be honeftly fufpected to ha 

fome counterpoize of foibles, they acquire an addition of con- 
fidence to their own hopes of fuccefs ; and this reverfe of the 
medal is as ufeful to the improvement of their talents, as the 
holding up the very extreme of excellence to their imitation. 

To arrive at the eloquence of Demofthenes or Cicero, or at 
the generalfhip of Alexander or Czfar, appears fo unattainable 
to common capacities, that it even keeps downs emulation ; 
but when the ftudent has obferved, that one man may excel in 
a particular art or fcience, but that no man is paramount in all 
things, he can allot to himfelf fome place in fociety, of a fubor- 
dinate degree to thofe great characters, which may be afeful to 
his country, and do fufficient honour to himfelf. 

If it were poflible to produce inftances of a great brilliancy of 
character without great inconfiflencies of behaviour, it might be 
pardonable to reject the flight blemithes which make a part of a 
true defcription ; but as we know it is impoffible for men en- 
gaged in great affairs to be at all times fo employed, we are 
naturally defirous of being acquainted with their difpofition of 
mind when it was free from all reflraint, that we may meafure 
ourfelves with them, where we can, for that appears to be the 
origin of our curiofity. 

They who think it a feverity to {crutinize the actions of a 
man who died with the reputation of great abiliues, are too 
faftidious ; fer if jaflice is done to his merits which challenge 
our refpect, there is little reafon why his failings hhould be fup- 
prefled, particularly if they have been notorious ; his foibles are 
as the fhades of a picture, which without them would be but a 
fketch, or imperfect refemblance. 

We readily pardon whim, low fpirits, or abfence of mind, in 
great poets, mathematicians, or other learned and ftudious men ; 
where an abftract way of thinking, together with their fedentary 
life, are apt to derange the machine, and divert the atteation of 
the mind from thole little offices in fociety, which are fo unie 
verially requifite ; but where we fee great fortitude, clemency 
and generolity exerted in the fame man, under the fevereit trials, 
we ice our nature humbled and are vexed at the dilappointment, 
to find him at another time effeminate, cruel and fordid ; 
it is however the duty of the biographer to record juch incone 
fiftencies. 

The writers of Dr. Johnfon’s life have undergone great oblo. 
quy from thole who are very partial to his vait endowments, 
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bet furely with unmerited rigour; the excefs of refpe& in 
Mr. Bofwell, was all but adoration, and certainly from the 
pureft motives ; he was content to exhibit himfelf as a mite, that 
he might magnify the gigantic appearance of his friend. Mrs, 
Piozzi, with no lefs application of difcernment, and perhaps 
without the interference of malice, has ftrengthened the features 
of the picture, by her force of colouring in laying on the hades, 
Bat the character of Dr. Johnfon is not hurt by either, nor his 
great abilities difparaged beyond the common lot of men ex 
hibited in all points of view to the eyes of fevere criticifm. 

They who have feen Dr. Johnfon, as the writer of this has, 
in his fall career of happinefs, which was in the converfation 
of thofe who revered him, and to whom he was ever ready ta 
impart his knowledge with the utmoft complacency of humour, 
mutt confefs that they never left his company without improve- 
ment, admiration and delight ; thofe who knew him more inti- 
mately, had ic both from obfervation, and his own confeffion, 
that his life was fuch a continoal torment from mental difeafe, 
that to get his mind within his power, was the effort of the moft 
difficult of all ftreggles againit attacks that nearly bereaved him 
of his fenfes, the total deprivation of which, he often feared 
would be his fate. 

But who is there among the good and wife that will think ic 
any diminution of the fame of Dr. Johnfon that he was not 
always great; when he refleéts on the vigour of that mind 
which under fuch dreadful embarrafiments emitted thofe radiant 
flathes, refembling the effalgence of lightning, whofe fplendour 
is the more dazzling, when it burfts from the collifion of the 
blackeft clouds ? To his infirmity of mind, the candid will im- 
pute the inefficacy of his fervent piety, to yield him that cone 
folation which a like practice iniures to others; and pardon 
thofe peccadilloes, which, like the {pots in the fun, fcarcely 
affe&t the luftre of that luminary, and in no wife prevent the 
falutary operations of his other great qualities. 


CANDIDE, 








Arguments and Faéts againft the Slave Trade. 
( Continued from page $4, and concluded. J 


se HE Africans, before they were vifited by the Europeans, 

ponifhed their delinquents mach in the fame manner 

as other people in the fame ftage of fociety ; but fince the intros 

duCtion of the flave trade, all crimes have been panithed with 
1 2 flavery, 
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flavery.—But this change, thought it greatly increafed the num« 
ber of flaves, was found infefficient either to anfwer the de- 
mands of the Europeans, or the avarice of the African Princes, 
They were reduced therefore to the difficulty of inventing new 
crimes, that a greater number of criminals might be made and 
fold. Nor did the Princes top here. New dittinGions began 
to be made in crimes, that a ftill greater number of punifhments 
might fucceed, The offender, in the firlt tage or degree of his 
offence, now forfeits his own freedom ; in the fecond, that of 
the male part of his family together with his own ; in the 
third, the whole family fuffer ; and in the fourth, the relations 
of the offender, as faras they can be traced 

** Such alfo was the cafe with relpeat | to prifoners of war. 
Not omy thofe werewow delivered into flavery, who were taken 
in a flate of publick enmity and injuftice, but thofe alfo, who, 
confciou sof no injury whatever, were taken in the arbitrary 
fkirmifhes of thefe venal fovereigns War was now made, not 
as formerly, from the motives of retaliation and defence, but 
for the fake of obtaining prifoners alone, and the advantages 
refulting from their fale. If a fhip from Europe came in fight, 


it was now conlidered as a — ¢nt motive for a war, and asa 
fitnal only for an inftantaneous commencement of boftility. 
** Prifoners of war, ae lage are of two forts. The fir ft 





comprehends fuch, as are the effedts of wars, that have originated 
in comnon caufes. ‘}he great Princesof Africa are ambitious, 
jealous, fond of increafing their revenue, their territory or their 
power. ‘Thefc, therefore, engage in war trom the fame motives 
I fovereigns, and fell their prifoners-The fecond com- 
prehends fach, as are the effects of wars, that have been made 
folely for the purpote of obtaining them, R hefe, in point of 
number, greatly exceed the former. The Pricces, who engace 
in fuch fkirmithes, are generally the chieftains of {mall tribes, 
As soon as the fails of a veilel appear, the y prepare for the 
Thi is order of flaves is more inconfiJerable, than is cene- 
ra ny imagined, For though the Africans are fupp! ed by the 
Europeans with arms and ammunition; though wars are re- 
peatedly made for the > purpofe of procuring fl; ate aod their 








whole contimnat may be faid to be continua bly i a blaze, yet 
the | es fouzht on thefe occ . sare fo ob cca and fo 
many are kilicd on both fides, that the farviving captives ar 
Soave Sw hoeoes refle&s on the a ) {laughter that is con 
itly madein every African fkirmith, iot De otherwile than 
of this opinion ; he will find, that where ten are tak n, be has 
rcafon to prefume that an huadred perth. Isa fome of thefe 
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fkirmifhes, though they were hegun for the exprefs purpofe of 
procuring flaves, the conquerors have fuffered bat few of the 
vanquithed to efcape the fury of the fword ; and there have not 
been wanting inflances, where they have been fo incenfed at 
the refiflance they have found, that their fpirit of vengeance 
has entirely got the better of their avarice, and they have murs 
cered, in cool blood, every individual, without difcrimination, 
either of age or fex. 

[** Let us fuppofe, that the prifoners of war amount to Cooo 
annually, and it will appear that no jets than 60,090 people 
annually perifh in thofe wars, which are made only for the pure 
pofe of procuring flaves. But that this number, which I bes 
lieve to be by no means exaggerated, may be free from all ob- 
jeftion, I will include thofe in the eftimate, who die as they ase 
travelling to the fhips, Many of thefe on fortunate people have 
a journey of 1000 miles to perform on foot, and are driven like 
fheep through inhofpitable woods and deferts, where they fre- 
quently die in great numbers from fatigue and want. Now if 
to thofe, who thus perifh on the African continent, by war and 
travelling, I fubjoin thofe, who afterwards perith on their voyage, 
and in the feafoning together [the loweft omputation is 40,c00], 
it will eppear that 100 000 moft annually perifh, in order thas 
the Evropean plantations may receive an effectual fupply. 

** Gracious God ! how wicked, how beyond all example im- 
pious, muft be that fervitude, which cannot be carried on with 
out the continual murder of fo many and innocent perions ¢ 
What punifhment is not to be expected for fuch monitrous and 
unparatleled barbarities ! For if the blood of one man unjeftly 
fhed, cries with fo loud a voice for the divine vengeance, how 
fhall thecries and groans of 160.cco men, annually murdered, 
afcend the cclefiial manfions, and bring cown that punishment 
which fuch enormities deferve? But do { mention panithment? 
Do I alluce to that punifhment, which fhall be inflicted on mea 
as individuals, in a future life £ Do Tailade to that awful day, 
which fhall durely come, when the mailer fhall bebold his mur 
dered African face to face? When a train of mutilated flaves 
fhall be brought againft him ? When he fhali ttand confounded 
and abafhed? Or, dol allude to that punilhment, which may 
be infliied oa them here, as members of awicked come 
munity ? For as a body politick, if its members are ever fo 
numerous, may be conilidered as an whole acting of itlelt, and 
in al] affairs in which it is concerned, fo it 1s accountable, as 
fuch for its conduct; and as thele kiuds of politics lave only 
their exillence here, fo it is only in this world, that as fuch, they 
gan be punifhed, 
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*¢ Now, whether we confider the crime, with refped& to the 
individuals immediately concerned in this moft barbarous and 
ciuel trafick, or whether we confider it as patronized and en- 
couraged by the laws of the Jand, it prefents to our view an 
equal degree of enormity. A crime, founded on a dreadful 
pre-eminence in wickednefs,—a crime, which being both of 
individoals and the nation, muft fometime draw down upon us 
the heavieft judgement of Almighty God, who made of one 
blood all the fons of men, and who gave to all equally a natural 
right to liberty; and who, ruling all the kingdoms of the 
earth with equal providential juftice, cannot fuffer fuch deli- 
berate, fuch monftrous iniquity, to pafs long unpunifhed.” 

Peckard’s fermon before the Univerfity of Cambridge. ] 

{‘* The legiflature has fquandered away more money in the 
profecution of the flave trade, within 20 years, than in any 
other trade whatfoever, having granted from the year 1750, to 
the year 1770, the fum of 300,000!,’’] 

** Becaufe fentence againft an evil word is not executed 
fpeedily, therefore the hearts of the fons of men is fully fet in 
them to do evil.’’} 

The general condu@, which they uniformly obferve, after an 
unfuccefsful conflict, is enormous.—** Influenced only by the 
venal motives of European traffick, they firft make war upon 
the neighbouring tribes, contrary to every principle of juftice ; 
and if, by the flight of the enemy, or other contiogencies, they 
are difappointed of their prey, they make no hefitation of im- 
mediately turning their arms againft their own fubjects. The 
firft villages they come to are always marked on this occafion, 
as the firlt objects of their avarice. They are immediately 
furrounded, are afterwards fet on fire, and the wretched inhabi«- 
ants feized, as they areefcaping from the flames. Thefe, con- 
fiting of whole tamilies, fathers, brothers, hufbands, wives, 
and children, are inftantly driven in chains to the merchants, 
and configned to flavery. 

“© Thus has Africa, tor the fpace of zoo’years, been the 
fcene of the molt iniquitous and bloody wars ; and thus have 
many thoufands of men, in the molt iniquitous manner, been 
feat into fervitude.—Almoft every African war is a robbery ; 
and I believe there are tew of this order of flaves, whoare not 
as much the examples of injuilice, as the people that have been 
kidnapped and who do not additionally convey, when we cone 
fider them as prijoners ot war, an idea of the molt complicated 
icene of murder, 

** ‘The oraer of convids, as it exifts almof folely among 
thole Princes, whofe cominions are contiguous to the European 

sactorics, 
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faftories, or upon the fhore, is from this ciscumftance incon- 
fiderable.” 

Now, what fays E. B. toall this? The inference to be drawa 
from it appears to me extremely obvious.—Abolith the trace, 
and by far the greater part of the African wars will ceafe ; and 
the punifhment of crimes will, moit probably return to its 
former courfe. ; 

I am, Sir, your’s &c. 
S, M. N. 

Fuly 8, 1788, 





Refletions on the various Views in which Hiflory exhibits 
the Condué of Divine Providence. 


[From Dr. Prieftley’s Leftures on Hiftory.] 


ISTORY tends to ftrengthen the fentiments of virtue, by 

the variety of views in which it exhibits the conduct of 

divine Providence, and points out the hand of God, in the 

affairs of men, For certainly whatever fuggelts to us the idea 

of a divine Being, either in the end, or means, of great events, 
muft be favourable to piety and virtae, 

That the world hasa governor, or fuperintendant, is juft as 
evident asthat it had a maker. Forno perfon does any thing 
without fome defign, or without intending to make fome ufe of 
it. A telefcope is made to be ufed for the better diftinguifhing 
diftant objeéts, the eye ixfelf for feeing things at a moderate 
diftance trom us, and no doubt, men, and the world, for fome 
end or other. 

And as the fame Being that made the greateft things, made 
the imaileft things alfo, ail being parts of the fame fyftem, fome 
ufe, no doubt, is made of every thing, even what appears to vs 
the moft inconfiderable ; fo that, as our Saviour obferved 
** a {parrow falls not to the ground without God, and the very 
hairs of our heads are numbered.” Alfo, as nothing was 
made, fo nothing can come to pa/s without the knowledge, the 
appointment, or permiflion of God. Something, therefore, 
is intended by every thing that Aappens, as weil as by every 
thing that is made. But in little things a defign is not fo ape 
parent as in greater and more ftriking things. Though there- 
fore, the hand of God be really in every thing that happens, 
and that isrecorded in hiltory, our attention is more forcibly 
drawn io itin great events, and eipecially in things which 
happen in a manner anexpecied by us. 

How 
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How can we help acknowledging the hand of God when we 

fve greatand important events brought about by feemingly 
trifling and inconfiderable means ; or by means which feem to 
have little or no relation to the end ; as when our king James 
and both houfes of parliament were refcued from deftraStion, 
by a letter which aconfpirator fent with a view to fave one of 
the members of the houfe of lords for whom he had a friends 
fhip ? 
Who would have imagined that the defire which Henry 
VIII had to be divorced from his wife, would have brought 
about the reformation in England? The indifcretion of a 
Portuguefe prieft, who would not give place to one of the king’s 
officers in Japan, and the obftinacy of the Jefuits, in refafing 
to give up the houfe which a nobleman had given them, when 
his fon claimed it back again, occafioned the extirpation of the 
Roman catholic religion in that country. 

Bat what moft of all fhews the hand of Providence, and the 
weakoneds and fhort fightednefs of men, are great events being 
brought about contrary to the intention of the perfons who 
were the chief infroments of them, and by the very means 
which were intehded to produce acontrary event. ‘Thus per- 
fecution has always been the means of promoting the perfecuted 
religion ; infomach, that it is become a common proverb, that 
*¢ the blood of the martyrsis the feed of thechurch,”? Thus 
likewife, Athens, Lacedemon, Carthage, Rome, and many 
other flates have been ruined by their own fuccefles. Philip IL 
of Spain, by his intolerable oppreilion, was the caufe of the 
freccom of the ftates of Holland. Sach has oftea been the 
confequence of wicked men over-atting their parts. Thus alto 
the fenate of Rome was once faved by Catiline’s making the 
fiznal for the maflacre too foon. 

With what iatisfaction may a perfon who has an eye to divine 
Providence read iuch a paflage as the following in Machiavel, 
that Borgia had fo well conducted his meafures, that he mutt 
have been matter of Rome, and of the whole ecclefiaftical flare, 
after the death of his father, but that it was impoflible for him 
to forefee that he himfelf would be at the point of death at 
the very time that Alexander his father finifhed his life. They 
were both poifoned at an entertainment, by a miilake of the 
waiter, Who ferved them with the wine which was to have 
taken off their enemies. 

itis no encommon thing, in the hiftory of divine Provi- 
deirce, that perfons being known to have abilities fhall have 
been the means of keeping them in obfcuiity, while dthers 
have been advanced in couicquence of their feeming infignifi- 

cance, 
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eance. If Auguftus had fhown any capacity, asa ftatefman 
or general, any greatnefs of foul, or any thing inthe leat 
enterprizing, at firft, he would probably never have been mafter 
of the Roman empire. But while Cicero, and Antony, ia 
their turns, thought to make a tool of him, they, unknown ta 
themfelves, increafed his power and influence at the expence of 
their own, 

In this viewit is very amofing, and ufefal, to confider to 
what a different purpofe, the labour, powers, and works of 
men, and nations, have been employed from what was origi« 
nally thought of and intended ; asthat the Romans, after all 
their conquefts of other nations, fhould be often governed by 
favage and tyrannical barbarians, fuch as Maximin and others $ 
and that that city, the miftrefs of the world, which was built 
by Romulus, and whofe power was enlarged by fuch men as 
Camillus, Scipio Africanus, Marius, Sylla, Czfar, Pompeys 
and Trajan, fhould now be in fubjection to the Pope, and the 
feat of a power totally different from what had betore relided 
init, and of which the founders could have no conception. 
How far was Conftantine from forefeeing, that Conftantinople 
would be the capital of the Turkifh empire, and the principal 
{upport of areligion oppofite to that which he eftablifhed. 
How far, alfo, were the heads of the Grecian commonwealth 
from forefeeing, that their country, the feat of arts and liberty, 
would ever become the moft ignorant, and enflaved of all the 
ftates of Europe. 

A regard to divine Providence, is, likewife, extremely ufeful 
to heighten our fatisfaction in reading hiltory, and throw an 
agreeable light upon the moft gloomy and difgufting parts of 
it. With a view to this, the molt difagrecable objects in hillory 
will bear to be looked upon with fatista€tion. And could we 
fee every event, in all its connexions, and moft -diftant influ. 
ences, we fhould, no doubt, perfectly acquiefce in every thing 
that comes toe pais under the government of God ; in feeing 
that all evils, lead to, and terminate in agreater good. Bue 
in many cafes, we fee events which give us pain at firit fighe, 
and which occafion much regret and difappointment, to tnoie 
who give more {cope to their pailions than to their reflection 
while they are reading 3 which, if we look no farther thaa the 
next and immediate coniequeaces, we fhall be thoroughly 
fatished and pleafed with. 

No perfon converiant with the ancient claffical hiftorians, 
and who has thereby acquired a claflical tatte, and claflical 
nations of Jiderty, but regiets that Rome, in the height ot ics 
glory, thould fail under the power of mailers. But it is be- 

Vou. Xi], 231. O caule 
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caufe he does not confiderthat all the provinces of the vaft Roe 

» Man empite were moft miferably opprefied and plundered by 
the repablican governors, who had little to fear from courts of 
joftice ; but were relieved and happy ander the government of 
perfons who lived in conftant fear of being accufed of mal- 
adminiftration, to an inexorable mailer, Nay the provinces 
were not much lef: happy under Tiberius and Nero, than ander 
Trajan and the Antonines. 

A reader of Thucydides is apt to be extremely mortified at 
the ill treatment of Alcibiades, and the defeat of the Athe- 
nians before Syracofe, But it is becaufe he does not think 
what would probably have been the confequence of the fuccels 
of that expedition; namely, the flavery ot Greece, and, from 
the’ nature of its government, the confufion and flavery of 
Athens too, As fuccefs naturally points out our favourite hero 
to ws, we cannot help conceiving a violent indignation againit 
Hanno, for taking no more care to fend recruits to Hannibal, 
after the battle of Canna. But juftly did he, and all Carthage, 
dread the power of Hannibal, when mafter of Rome, who was 
able to change the whole form of their government, even when 
he was congaered. 

Hiftory tuo, in the misfortunes and hardthips to which the 
mot diftinguifhed perfonages have been reduced, gives us a 
deep conviction of the inftability of all homan things, and 
prepares our minds, to fubmit to adverfity with more patience 
and refignation, as to a condition from which we fee none are 
exempt. Even the misfortunes and difappointments of brave 
anc good men, who have brought themielves into difficulties, 
in confeguence of their gen¢rous attempts, in favour of the 
liberties and beit interefts of mankind, do not as exhibited ia 
hiltory,in the leat tend to flacken our zeal in the fame glo 

23 atthe fame time that they make us more prudent 
in the choice and profecution of Our meafures, to attain the fame 
end, and diipole asto yield to difappointment with a better 
That an acquaintance with hiftory has this eftcct, 





grace. 
i appeal to what any perfcn feels softer reading of the antimely 
endot Agis, Cato, Brutus, Hampden, and the great Algernon 
Ihe honourable mention that will, to the end of the 
worlu, be made of fuch glerious, though unfortunate men as 
theic, and their nobieenus, will raife more triends to the fame 

their milsio tuses will only ferve to make 


great intereits 5 walle their 
t cre Iritepes more prudent, and tueretore ;robably mivre iuccelse 


Sydney. 


fui i thels €nucaveuise 
but, incependent of theie martyrs of liberty raifing ep more, 
anu more iucceisiul peitons Ci u, the remarkable reverics of 
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fortune in the hiflory of confiderable perfonages, bas a fine 
effe& upon the human mind. It wonderfully foftens and calms 
it, and gives it an excellent temper for encountering with the 
vicifitudes of life. What other fenfations do we feel, while 
we read that Henrietta, daughter of Henry IV of France, and 
wife to Charles I of England, was reduced to the utmolt ex- 
tremity of poverty ; and that her daughter, who was afterward 
married toa brother of Lewis XIV, is faid to have lain in bed 
for want of coals to keep her warm, while the people of Paris, 
blind with rage, paid no attention to their fufferings ? The 
fame kind of fenfations we feel, when we rcad of the great and 
fuccelsful general Belifarius (if the ftory be true) begging his 
bread ; of Cortez, the renowned conqueror of Mexico, living 
unknown and in difgrace in Spain, and {carce able to get to 
{peak to his mafter Charles V, though when the king afked, 
who the fellow was that was fo clamorous to fpeak to him, he 
cried out, ** I ami one who have got your majefty more pro 
vinces, than your father left you towns.” He afterward ferved 
inarank little higher than that of a common foldier on the 
coaft of Barbary. 

Thefe great reverfes of fortune, end calamities of men in 
high flations, at the fame time that they are hardly ever known 
to difcourage men of ability and {pirit from undertaking the 
public fervice, when regularly called toit, may juitly make 
perions who are born to private ftations, and who have no op- 
portunity of rifing above them, content with their fituation. 
The many who have abdicated royalty, as Chriftina queen of 
Sweden, Charles V, emperor of Germany, Victor Amadeus, 
king of Sardinia, John Cafimer, king of Poland, and ‘others, 
convince us that crowns do not always fit eafy ; and that per- 
fons in high {tations have need of aftrong fenfe of honour 
and integrity to make their fatigues and misfortunes tolera- 
ble, 

It is no unvfeful fentiment that we colle from reading that 
Richlieu fhortened his days by the anealinefs with which he 
was devoured in the fulneis of his power. What Voltaire 
fays of Lewis XIV, is an excellent memento to the ambitious ; 
that he faw all his family perith by premature deaths ; that 
though toward the clofe of his life, he appeared in public as 
ufual, in private the pain of his many mistortanes pierced him 
tothe heart, and threw him into convulfions ; that he met 
with Gomeitic lofies at the conclufion of an unfucceisful war, 
and before he was fure of obtaining apeace, and ata time 
when a famine had watted his kingdom ; and that he loftin 
tt minds of his fubjedis, during the Ia three years of his 

Oz life, 








103 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


life, all the refpe&t and efteem hehad gained by his great 
adtions. 

The advantage of preferring a private fituation, efpecially to 
entering in'o the views of faétion, we fee in the fecurity and 
Jong life of Atticus, in the moft diftrafted times of the Roman 
hittory ; and in Richard Cromwell, who lived toa great age 
contented and happy, whereas his father never knew what 
happinefs was. The hiltory of very few great ftatefmen can 
match that of Cardinal Fleury, of whom we read, that his 
ichemes were crowned with fucce(fs from the year 1726 to 17423 
that he lived ninety years, and preferved his facalties unim- 
paired to the laft ; which makes his hiforian fay, that, if ever 
there was a happy man upon earth, itwas doubtlefs Cardinal 
Fleury. 

Laftly, Thofe obfervations on the tempers and manners of 
men, which we may collect every day from common life, affect 
us much more ftrongly when we fee them exemplitied in the 
hiftory of great perfonages. We fee, for inftances, every day 
that almott all perfons who are intrulted with power abufe it. 
But this is better exemplified in kings, and miniflers of ftate. 
We tee again that men in low circumilances are apt to be del- 
piled, and that court is always paid to the great and the power- 
ful. But this maxim receives a ftronger confirmation, and 
snakes a deeper impreffion, than any occurrence in private life 
could ocealion, when we think whatccurt was paid to Oliver 
Cromwell, by all the princes of Europe, while Charles II. 
then in exile, could not obtain an interview with the minitters 
of either France or Spain, at the treaty of the Pyrences, 
though he made a journey on purpefe to obtain it. 

It is acommon and jett obfervation, that, through the ine 
coniiancy of our nature, men are liable to conceive hally and 
unreafonable cifguft at their fitaation, and yet, when they have 
changed it, with torefume it; and this we fee exemplified in 
private life aimofl every. day. But ever fo many examples of 
tiis kind do not make fo great an impreflion upon us, as the 
hiftory of Vitor Amadeus king of Sardinia, who abdicated 


the crown through mere caprice, but fouad, as fome hiltorian 
fays, that the company of his mifirefs, who was become his 
wife, devotion, anc the tranquillity of retirement, could not 
fatisfy a tovl occepied during fifty years with the affairs of 
Europe. He was defrous of regaining the throne even by 
force, and afterwards died in confineme 


ys 
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How incapable riches and power are to fatisfy the mind of 
man,is an ovfervation which few perions, in the coarfe of their 
Gwo cx, ¢rience, have act ieen occahion to make. But the itn 
timent 
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timent makes a deeper impreflion upon us when we fee it exem=- 
plified in the hiftory of ftatefmen and conquerors ; and as it is 
beautifully exhibited in a converfation which paffled between 
Pyrrius and his minifler Cyneas, before their expedition into 
Italy. The minifter afked the King what he propofed to do 
when he had fubdued the Romans? He anfwered, pafs into Si- 
cily. What then? faid the minifter. Conquer the Carthagi- 
nians, replies the King. And what follows that? fays the 
minifier. Be fovereign of Greece, and then enjoy ourfelves, 
faid the King. And why, replied the fenfible miniiter, can ws 
not do this laft now? 

To add one inftance more: We fee the vanity of the living in 
their boundlefs provifion for futurity, in the diffipation of the 
large fortunes of covetous perfons, by the extravagance of their 
heirs. But it does not affect us near fo much as when we are 
reading in hiftory, that the riches which Sixtus V amaff2d in his 
pontificate, and thofe which Henry IV, of France, had with 
great difliculty faved, were {quandered away within le/s than a 
year after their deaths ; alfo that the treafure which Geary VII, 
of England, had railed, by every art of extortion, went almoit 
as fait. 





Charafer of the Prince Royal of Denmark, by a Gentleman 
jrom Ireland, who refided many Years at Copenhagen. 


HE PRINCE ROYAL of DENMARK rifes in winter 

at fix o’clock in the morning, and in fummer at five. The 

firit two or three hours he {pends in :eading petitions and let. 
ters fent to him the preceding evening. Hethen gets on horfe- 
back, and reviews the garriion, on which occation | have feen 
him go through fuch bouily exercife, and difplay fuch fll aad 
dexterity, as would have excited the admiration even of Frede- 
rick the Great. Having returaed about twelve o’clock from the 
review to the palace, he fits down and reads thole letters and 
papers which have arrived during his abfence, aad on each ot 
them he writes fhort annotations. About half an hour being 
ipent in drefling, he goes at two, wita theroyai family, to dine 
ner, which is over by three o’clock. From three to feven he ree 
ceives fuch of his father’s fubjects as nave any matter tur ais 
confideration, and all are admitted privately. The Prince, ia 
order to inveltigate the truth, enquires molt minutely into the 
{mallett circumitances, and his aniwers are thoit, clear, and de. 
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The Prince Royal of Denmark is very remarkably diftine 
guithed by the ftrength of his memory. He not only remembers 
with aftonifhing exactnefs the fubftance of what he has beea 
told, and the anfwers he gave on fuch and fuch occafions, but 
he alfo recollects the features of thofe whom he has fcen only 
once before, and that even at the diftance of years ; in which 
particular he fhews how nearly he is related to the King of 
Great Britain. 

With regard tothe Prince’s perfon and comportment; his 
features are fuch as at firft view difcover him to bea defcendant 
of the illuftrious Houfe of Oldenburgh. He has fair bair, an 
high nofe, penetrating eyes, and, on the whole, great expreffion 
of countenance.—-Llis iize, for the age of 21, is rather above 
the middling ftature, 

The young Prince hasalready fignalized his regard to the 
rights and liberties of mankind, and his love tor his country. 
It is chiefly to his exertions that Denmark is indebted for the 
abolition of flgvery among the peafants, who are no longcr 
glebe adjeripti ; and be heard with marks of juft indignation 
the arguments of certain learned men who dared to make ape 
plication to him for refraining the hberty of the prefs. Being 
told that the new prints eftablifhed in Copenhagen had cen- 
fured fome ations of his, he replied ** I with the public to 
make free ftrictures on all my actions. It is their right as well 
as mine to make obfervations and reflections on the daily oc 
currences of life. Itis only through the medium of liberty 
that men can attain to knowledge, and the power of doing 
Zoe ” 





~ 


AN AN ECODOT E. 


N_ one of the royal peregrinations in the neighbourhoo! of 
Cheltenham, a great perionage objerved a fign of the Royal 
Ozk, with the following infcription under it : 


** This Oak, the glory of the wood, may well be calied a Royal 
thing, 

** For once opon its branches there perched a great King ; 

** And while tie King was roofed on the branches fo high, 

** ‘The rouadheac rebels under him they all paffed by.” 


N.B. Ale fold here by the Pound, 
Ale being fold by the Pound, ftrack his Majefty, as extra 


ordinary, and he defired the publican to tell him if his weigit 
was 
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was troy or avoirdupois, The fellow fcratching his head, res 
plied, ‘* that he fold ale by the pound, and did not fell ale by 
the pound ; I fell it by the quart an pleafe yoor Worthip,”’ faid 
he, ** but the pound where the firay cattle be pounded isjud bee 
hind my houfe.” 





A SOFT BRUSH FOR PRIDE, 


Britifh merchant, refident at Leghorn, who was very foli- 
Citous to conceal the meannefs of his origia by the fplen- 
dor of his appearance, was one day fent for by the Englith 
confol of that place. Previous to his obeying the notice, he 
difpatched his fervant ‘‘ to requeft that he might be allowed to 
wait epon the confal in his morning drefs,”—— [he conful enter= 
tained with the formality of the upftart, immediately replied, 
*¢ Tell your mafter, I have no concern with his wardrobe ; he 
may, if he think proper, make his vifit in the drefs he wore at 
his firft coming to Leghorn.” 





An AN ECD OT E, 


Clergyman, who was inclined to write notes on Shake. 

{pear’s plays, carried a fpecimen of his performance to 

Mr. Sheridan, and defired his opinion, ‘* Sir (fays he), I won- 

der people don’t mind their own affairs; you may fpoil your 
own bible, is you pleafe, but pray let our’s alone.” 





A Dialogue on Female Drefs, and on the Importance of fome 
Attention in the Ladies to Intellectual Acquifitions. 


Mrs. Wyndbam, 


AM very glad, Mr. Percival, that we thal] have the pleafare 

of your company to dinner to-day; and the rather, as we ex- 
pect, befides, one or two literary gentlemen, friends of Mr, 
W .ndham, from whofe converfation you may probably derive 
more fatisfaélion, than you would be likely to receive from our 
little family only. 

Mr. Percival, 1 fhall be extremely happy, Madam, to meet 
the gendemen of whom you {peak ; but whenever I have had 
the honour of dining with you, and your family, I never expe- 
rienced 
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perienced any want of rational or agreeable converfation: Nor 
do I conceive, that a large company is neceflary to produce 
either pleafure or inftru€tion. 

Mr. Wyndham. 1 think it is not; and, indeed, I am of 
opinion, that {mall fele& parties are the beft adapted to agree- 
able and focial converfe. However, as my wife has informed 
you, that I fhall have two literary male friends, I will alf> tell 
you, that we likewife expect a literary lady, and, who, befides 
intelleétual endowments, is alfo efteemed handfome, and emi- 
nently polite. 

Mr. Percival. Such a female chara&er will certainly be a 
great improvementof your company, and efpecially to me; for 
! can truly fav, with Montaigne, that ‘* the converfation of 
beautiful and well bred women, is to mea molt fweet com- 
merce.’ J do, however, fometimes meet with ladies, whom, 
i coniefs, I have not gallantry enough to admire. In walking 
vp the park yelterday, about an hour before dinner-time, I met 
Mrs. Stanhope, who has an advantageous perfon, and her dre{s 
was very {pendid and attractive. But the is fo vain, and fo 
ignorant, that the impreffions which her figure at firlt makes in 
her favour, are very ipeedily removed by her extreme frivolouf- 
nefs and manifeft atfectauon, Her own perfon, and her own 
drefs, feem, indeed, to be almoft the only objed&ts of her ate 
tenticn, 

Mr. Wyndham. It has, in former times, been a fubje& of de- 
bate, whether women ought to be allowed to proceed to great 
degrees of expence and luxury, with refpe& to the decoration 
of their bodies, The Fathers, and St. Jerom, were very fevere 
in their animadveifions upon the ladieson this head. And 
J remember, that Bayle gives an account of a controverfy on 
this {ubje¢t, which originated from fome fermons of Timotheus 
Mapheus, preached at Bologna, 19 which he had maintained, 
that women ought to be forbidden all fupertivity of drefs by a 
public decree. His eloquence had {fo powerful an effect, if 
not upon the ladies, at leait upon the magilirates, that a 
Gecree was accordingly iflued againft the licentioufnels of 
female drefs. The women, however, were not without their 
zovocates on this occafion ; and more than one piece was pube 
lithed to thew, that the ladies thoula have liberty to adorn theme 
jelves, and ought not to be deprived of their ornaments. As 
to myielt, I fhall not inquire, whether a greater licentiouinels of 
drcis be not now adcpted,even by modeft women,than is in any 
reipcct proper or expecient, ana fucn as would formerly have 
been thougut characteriftie only of women of pleafure: but 
A wall ac leatt venture to fay thus, that wheo 10 much pains and 
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expence are employed on the decoration of the body, the mind 
fhould not be wholly left uacultivated. An elegant drefs, and 
an agreeable perfon, would be rendered ftill more pleafing by a 
refined and cultivated underitanding. 

Mr. Percival. An acquaintance with literatare muf un- 
doubtedly render the converfation of a lady more pleafing and 
more interefling, It mutt tend to improve her language, and 
to elevate her fentiments, 

Mr. Wyndham. If a lady improves her underhanding by a 
perufal ot valuable authors, fhe will undoubtedly make the more 
agreeable companion to an intelligent hufband, Reading is 
neceflary for the acquilition of that knowledge, which will ren- 
der our converfation truly interefting and valuable ; and reading 
will caufe folitude and retirement to be not only not tirefome, 
but extremely pleafing. Perfons who have a tafte for reading, 
of either fex, may employ their leifure hours much more agreeably 
and profitably than they could otherwife, without having re« 
courfe to fcenes of diflipation, or to expenfive amufements, 
Young women, however high their rank, or however opulent 
their fortune, fhould be early taught, that they are intended for 
ferious purpofes in life, and to fulfil important duties ; and not 
merely to be looked at and admired, and to figure away in 
aflemblies, or at card-tables, 

Mrs. Wyndbam. An intimate acquaintance with the pro- 
duétions of the authors of good fenfe, and of real elegance 
and taite, has certainly a great tendency to refine and polith the 
mind, Butthe improvement which may be derived from read- 
ing, will, 1 apprehend, very much depend upon the choice of 
the authors which are felected for perufal. If the books read be 
chiefly novels of the ordinary ttamp, perhaps the mind may be 
more corrupted than improved by them. 

Mr. Wyndham. Great care fhould certaialy be taken, by 
fome judicious friend, in the feleétion of proper authors; and 
thefe fhould be preferred, in whom to a fine taite is added an ar. 
dent love of virtue, and a manifett folicitude to promote its ine 
terefts, We have many fuch in our language, who may be read 
with equal advanta,e to the head and to the heart. 

Mrs, bé yndham. At has been obferved of fome literary ladies, 
that they are very apt to avoid the company of their own fex, 
and to give the preference to thatof the men: which, perhaps, 
may partly arife from the litile inclination frequently fhewn, by 
too many of our fex, to enter into fuch converiation as is calcu. 
lated for the improvement of the mind, 

Mr. Percival. Switt, | remember, fays, that ‘* he never 
knew a tolerat.e woman to be fond of her own fex ;”’ and that 
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** a knot of ladies got together by themfelves is a very {chool of 
impertinence and detraétion.”” 

Mifs Maria Wyndbam. 1 thought, Sir, that Dean Swift had 
always been confidered as an author very unfavourable to the 
ladies ; and that his opinions concerning them were not entirely 
to be depended on, 

Mr. Percival. Swift, Mifs, was certainly much of a fatirift ; 
but it is alfo true, that he fpent much of his time with the ladies, 
and was very fond of their company. 

Mr. Wyndbam. Swift has been thought fevere upon the 
Jadies, and not altogether without reafon, But his remarks 
concerning them are often juft ; and much more worthy of their 
attention, than the undiftinguifhing compliments of their flat- 
terers. 

Mr. Percival. One of Swift’s remarks feems fomewhat cor- 
roborated by the obfervations of a late writer, who fays, that 
«* Women of talents, fuperior to the reft of their fex, generally 
affociate with men ; and that men of inferior talents, finding 
themfelves defpifed by the men, on that account affociate with 
women,” 

Mifs Maria Wyndham. Several young ladies of my acquaine 
tance, wko make a very capital figure in the polite circles, have 
difcovered not a little difguil, when I have endeavoured to turn 
the converfation out of the ordinary channel, and to lead our 
thoughts to fome rational topic, or to an attention to fome 
valuable author. 

Mr. Wyndbam. It is much to be regretted, that the intel- 
leétual taculties of females are not more diligently cultivated. 
As the dancing-mafter is employed to teach them to move with 
eafe and gracefulaefs, fo they fhould have a mental initructor to 
teach them to think juftiy, and to give at leait fome degree of 
polith to their underftandings. Iam alfo of opinion, that they 
Ahould be early trained up in habits of {ubmiffion, nd of refped, 
to their elders and fuperiors, The girl who has not been uied to 
fubmit in childhood, will hardly be diftinguithed for her tractae 
bility when fhe becomes a wife. ‘Too great a degree of ree 
laxation feems to have taken place, in the prefent age, in the 
deminaries both of male and female education. This has not 
been favourable to the intereits of virtue. 

Mr. Percival, It appears toa me, tnat in fome of our ordi- 
nary female boarding-fchools, where many young women are 
educated, who have no profpett ot moving in the higher clafles 
of life, tvo little attention is paid to teaching them thote things 
that wou'd be of the greateit ule tuthem. ‘The mode of edu- 
cation avopted rather fills them with vanity, than communicates 
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to them thofe qualities and difpofitions, which would render 
them moft eftimable, in the fphere of life in which they are 
likely to be placed. The object is rather to make them fine 
ladies, than good wives, or good mothers, 

Mr. Wyndham. In our female boarding-fchools, girls thould 
undoubtedly be taught thofe ufeful arts, which will qualify 
them for the duties of domeftic life, and not have their time 
almoft wholly occupied ia the acquifition of ornamental ace 
complifhments, A tafle for drawing and mufic is certainly 
very proper to be cultivated, in thofe females who are intended 
to appear in the higher claffes of life : but for thofe who are 
intended to be the wives of tradefmen, the more ufeful arts 
fhould have a decided preference. 

Mrs. Wyndham. As our daughter, Maria, will have no ine 
confiderable fortune, it has been our defire, that the fhould have 
fome knowledge of literature, and that fhe might not be defti- 
tute of any of thofe ornamental accomplifhments that might bee 
come a woman of fafhion : but I have alfo endeavoured fo to 
qualify her for the duties of a wife, that in no fituation the 
might be found incapable of being ufeful, or of difcharging the 
proper offices of a virtuous woman, whether in profperity or ia 
adverfity, 

Mifi Maria Wyndham, 1 am extremely grateful, madam, to 
you and to my papa, for your tender anxiety for my welfare, 
and for the judicious pains that have been taken in my edu- 
cation ; and I hope to be able to evince, that your care has not 
been thrown away. I am convinced of the importance of ac- 
quiring that fpecies of knowledge, which is necefliry for the jutt 
difcharge of the relative and focial virtues incumbent upon 
females ; and I would alfo acquire fome knowledge of an higher 
kind. I would willingly endeavour to preferve the proper me- 
cium between the character of a woman fo addicted to litera- 
ture, as to be unfit for the ordinary duties of life ; andof a 
woman foengroffed by thofe ordinary duties, and common cares, 
as never to rife above the vulgar itandard, or entertain any 
fentiments of a refined or elevated nature. I would aim to be 
what a woman ought to be in polithed fociety ; I would noe 
neglect the ornamental accompliihments ; but I would chiefly 
afpire after thofe virtues which are moft honourable to our fex, 
and which are pointed out to us by nature and by reafon. 

Mrs. Wyndbam. My sear Maria, I greatly applaud your 
fentiments. Your beauty will fade, and years will remove your 
perfonal attractions, But if your heart be formed to virtue, and 
your mind be well cultivated, you will continue cvea ia the dee 


cline of life, to be elteemed and beloved. 
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Anfwer, by F- Quant, of Hinton St. George, to his own 
Queftion inferted March 24; that given by W. Goodden, 
the 212 of Fuly, being erroneous. 


ET a=the bafe or altitude, b= 956.1627152 inches, 
the folidity, and d=.2618, a well-known number re- 
quifite in this cafe; then 2 3=a0r35.4 inches each, 


the dimenfions required. 





Anfwer, by F.T. of Exeter, to the Rebus of an Officers 
inferted Odtober 8, 1787 


Y unfolding th’ initials, and joining them right, 
B MATILDA they inftantly brought to my fight, 
Which is, Sir, your wife, as you here have confefs’d ; 
May you live with her happy, contented, and blefs’d, 





dinjwer, by GC. C. near Taunton, to the Young Lady’s Exige 
matical Lift of a Young Lady’s Attire, injerted April 28. 


FAIR ONE from Plymouth, as Goadby reports, 
Has requeited, but hard was the tafk, 
For believe me, I fought, with my utmott efforts, 
Her brilliant drefs to unmafk, 


The Hat and the Risband, the Muff and Calaf, 
In true elegant tafte were difplay’d ; 

The Bracelets and Ear-rings with luftre did flath, 
T’ acorn the moft beautiful maid, 


With a Lace, and with Pockets, as merely I guefs’d, 
For thefe were conceal’d trom my view ; 

The Shawl, Hoop, and Sa/s, they are nicely exprefs’d, 
While the Breaffnot appeared in true blue, 


We have received the like anfwer from Cleonidas, T. Cole, 
ant! }. Richards, Piymouth ; W. Baker, Somerton; J. ‘I’. and 
‘Sy, Whicker, Exon ; and T. Margrie, Bridport. 


4 QUESTION, 
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4 QUESTION, by Triangularius, of Mr. Quant’s 
School, Hinton St. George. 


"THERE is a meadow near Hinton, in form of a 

right 2d triangle, the fum of whofe three fides are 
113.57 chains, and one 2609 Now from what is 
given, [am told there is a poffibility of finding the fides 
feverally, by natural fines and fides only, Should be ex~ 
tremely obliged to any of your ingenious correfpondents 
for an analytical inveftigation of the method, 





& 


4n ENIGMA, 4y J. Lovibond, of Orhery. 


OR craftinefs, and tricks quite fly, 
Dete& fo deep a thief as I: 

While half the globe is wrapp’d in fleep, 
Noétornal revels oft I keep ; 
Infamy, rapine, and difgrace, 
Have mark’d my predeceffors’ race ; 
No wonder that I give offence, 
And thed the blood of innocence, 
The homely cottager opprefs, 
Nor pity take, nor make redrefs,— 
Withhold your calumoy and fpite ; 
What great folks do, is that not right ? 
Elate with joy, in open view, 
E’en noblemen my iteps purfue. 
When rural fwains have reap’d the grain, _ 
And filemot’s feen throughout the plain, 
Diverfion then I may afford, 
And by it meet my jult reward. 


LELPEEEEE EEE DEEDES EEE HE 
*,* The Verles on the Death of a Child are not fit to appear in 
print.—The writer foould ave paid the poftage of bis betiwr. 
Several pieces of poetry lately received are much too inaccurate 
for infertion, 
POETRY. 
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ON SEEING A SKULL 


HIS preacher, filent yet fevere, 
Proclaims mortality to man: 
Thou like thisemblem halt appear, 
When time has meafur’d out thy fpan. 
Here once was fix’d the dimpled cheek, 
And from this fallow naked crown, 
The curling honours, long and fleek, 
Fell light and negligently down. 
This part once fortified the brain, 
The feat of fenfe in ages fled ; 
From whence might flow the raptur’d ftrain, 
Or truths, by facred fcience bred. 
Here hung the lips that once could f{mile, 
And here were fix’d the orbs of light ; 
Extingvifh’d now, corrupt and vile, 
Soffus’d in everlafting night. 
Behold! the focket’s empty {pace 
Affrights the yet perceiving eye ; 
And {preads pale horror o’er the face 
Of all who live, alas! to die, 
Here yet remain, expos’d and bare, 
By duft defil’d of earthly hue, 
Thofe teeth that age vouchfaf’d to fpare, 
An ufclefs and a mould’ring few! 
Gay friend, here hung the lift’ning ear, 
That fed the foul with fenfe, by found ; 
Here the loquacious tongue, and here 
The nofe, on this diftorted wound. 
Thefe all had converie with the foul ; 
Myfterious work of heavenly {kill ! 
Clay join’d to f{pirit form’d an whole, 
And quicken’d duft obey’d the will, 


God 
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God call’d the life he lent away, 
The duft remain’d from whence it came ; 
The fpirit left the ftiffening clay, 
And death diffolv’d the wond’rous frame. 
Be witty, mortal, bold and free ; 
Yet own thy knowledge centers here ; 
Ere long thy {calp like this thall be, 
Not worth the fordid fexton’s care. 
This once, perhaps, a ftatefman’s fchemes 
Of guilty wealth and power contain’d, 
Where now are all his flatt’ring dreams ? 
And whofe the mighty fums he gain’d ? 
Perhaps fome former Garrick bore e 
This {calp aloft with graceful pride ; 
Alas! his action charms no more, 
That once new force to wit fupplied. 
Perhaps, with cunning quibbles fill’d, 
’'T'was once a lawyer’s—arch and dry : 
To obviate every claim though fkill’d, 
He paid one debt, decreed to die. 
Perhaps fome haughty beauty’s charms 
Adorn’d this bone with white and red ; 
No more the nymph the world alarms, 
The lilies and the rofes fled. 
Perhaps a crown thefe temples bound, 
Before it fubject nations bow’d, 
Now undiftinguifhed, in the ground, 
The beggar tramples on the proud. 
What caufe has mortal fleth to boaft 
Of tranfient knowledge, wealth, and power ! 
‘The fummons comes, our breath is loft, 
And ail are nothing in an hour. 
All, all mutt pafs this dreary road 
To duft and filence, cold and gloom, 
All reit in one obfcure abode, 
The dwelling of the world, a tomb. 
O Thou whofe gift is life! beftow 
Yet more in virtue and in trath, 
And lead me through this vale of woe, 
The ftaff of age, and guide of youth. 
Suttain me in the mortal hour, 
For then ’tis thine alone to fave; 
Then let me triumph in thy pow’r, 
A joyful victor o’er the grave, 





Epitaph 
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Epitaph on Richard III, buried at Leicefter, by the Order 
and at the Expence of King Henry VII. 


WHO am lay’d beneath this marble ftone, 
Richard III. poffefs’d the Britith throne ; 

My country’s guardian in my nephew’s claim, 
By truft betray’d, I tothe kingdom came ; 
Two years and fixty days, fave two, I reiga'd, 
And bravely ftrove in fight; but, unfuftain’d, 
My Englifh left me in the luckle(s field, 
Where I to Henry’s arms was fore’d to yield. 
Yet at his charge my corfe this tomb obtains, f 


TY 


Who pioufly interr’d me, and ordains, 
That regal honours wait a King’s remains. 
The year fourteen hundred twas, and eighty-four, f 


The tweaty-firt of Auguft, when its power 
And all its rights I did to the red rofe reftore. 
Reader, who’er thou art, thy prayer beftow, 
T’atone my crimes, and eate my pain below. 





ELEGIACK SONNET, 


Written by an ANCHORET. 


Wit will the mufe with pining forrow dwell ? 
Ah why, in mis’ry’s lonely cell, 
My wayward fate purfue? 
Haply to chear my penfive hours 
She lends her faicinaung pow’rs, 
And paints my woes anew. 


And as no fond, no pitying friend, is near, 
The plaintive tale of grief to hear, 
She breathes it to the wind ; 
But can her {acred influence controul 
The Rraggling tumult of the foul, } 
Or eale the troubled mind ? 





Ah, no! her fmiles but keener point each dart, 
And drive it {wifter through the bleeding heart. 





